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I believe spring is finally here!  But it will be gone in an 
instant, summer will take its place and then before you 
know it, it will be fall.  And that means 2015 Master Gar-
dener Conference!  The Board of Directors of NCEMGVA 
are busy preparing for you to have a wonderful experience,  
September 21st and 22nd. 

Venue is Embassy Suites in Cary, NC  a hotel with a me-
andering stream through the lobby planted with “REAL” 
plants.  We will not be having tours but we will give infor-
mation on self-guided tours if you would like to arrive on 
Sunday and desire a chance to view some of the wonderful 
gardens in the area.  
 

Monday will be all-educational, establishing our theme which is “Gardener’s-Stewarts of the Environment”.   Business 
Meeting and election of NCEMGVA officers will be Monday at lunch and Monday night we will be having “Dinner with 
Paul James”.  For those of you who have never seen or heard Paul you will be in for a special treat.  For many years he 
was on HGTV with his own series “Gardening by the Yard” and known as The Master Gar-
dener Guy.   He is witty, talented, a very good gardener and a suburb speaker.   His talks 
are off the cuff and he likes interaction with his audience.  You will not be disappointed.   

We will be offering Tuesday night dinner with Paul James, open to the public.  So do not 
delay in registering.   Seating will be limited!  Registration will be open in July. 

Tuesday is all about Master Gardeners.  What is the future? What is our purpose? Why be 
a Master Gardener?  
 Personally, I am very excited about Tuesday’s program because if there was something you have always wanted to 
know about Master Gardeners but just didn’t know where to get the answer you can get it here.  No question is dumb! If 
you want to know, ask!  Please  send your questions to me prior to Tuesday’s program.   Should there be a question that 
needs research, we want you to get the correct answer and sometimes that is not always possible with questions asked 
off the cuff.   If you have a question but want to remain anonymous , that is possible also.  We will ask the question and 
you will remain anonymous. I promise that! Send your questions to me  Barbara Walters, 1649 Halltown Road, Jackson-
ville, NC  28546.  Should there be extra time at the end we will open it up for further questions. 

 
Speakers on Tuesday will be from  NCSU, they will focus on where the Master Gardening Program is now and what is in 
the future.  They will have the first hour.  The second hour will be Dr. Lucy Bradley and Lisa Sanderson (Master Gardener 
Coordinator from NCSU) and they will concentrate on Master Gardening  WHO, WHAT, WHEN  and WHY.  This is also a 
chance for you to meet Lisa Sanderson who has recently been added to the NCSU staff in a position under Dr. Bradley 
as MG Coordinator.   

 
The Third hour, members of the Board of Directors of NCEMGVA will answer questions about WHO we are, WHAT we 
do and the reason WHY we do it.    Lunch will conclude with the announcement of the Award winners and Silent Auction 
items.   
 

There will be Vendors, Silent Auction and Door Prizes.  I look forward to seeing you all there.   

I know I have only hit on the high spots of the Conference.  It will be fun to reacquaint ourselves with old friends, be edu-
cated and entertained!  Go to the website NCEMGVA for more information as time progresses.   
 
Is your email information up to date on the NCEMGVA website?  Please take a moment to make any needed 
changes . 

COMING EVENTS           7 

http://embassysuites3.hilton.com/en/hotels/north-carolina/embassy-suites-raleigh-durham-research-triangle-RDUAPES/index.html
http://people.hgtv.com/talent/paul-james
http://ncmgva.camp8.org/
http://ncmgva.camp8.org


 2 

 
(continued from page 1) 

New NCEMG State Coordinator is Homegrown 
by Bob Kellam 

Lisa Sanderson knows her way around North Carolina.  As a former horticulture teacher at 

Northern Nash Senior High School in Rocky Mount and with two degrees from NC State (a 

B.S. in Horticultural Science and a Masters in Agricultural Education), it would be hard to find 

someone better qualified to take on the job of EMG State Coordinator. 

In addition to her academic credentials, Lisa has tried her hand at landscape design and spent 

the last several years with Virginia Cooperative Extension, most recently as the horticulture 

Extension agent and Master Gardener Coordinator for Henrico County. 

Lisa's first day on the job will be May 11 and Lucy already has a long list of projects waiting for her.  Please join NCEMGVA in welcoming her to the NC 

EMG family and, should you happen across any senior members of the Extension Administration (e.g., Joe Zublena, Tom Melton, Sheri Schwab, or John 

Dole), thank them for providing this critical position at a time when any new Extension slots are hard to come by.  

Lisa Sanderson 

Call for Applications: Search for Excellence! 

Does your county have a project that reflects outstanding leadership and service?  An exceptional project that demonstrates how a group effort resulted 

in significant learning?  

Applications for the 2015 Search for Excellence Awards are now being accepted in the following categories: 

 Youth Programs 

 Demonstration Garden 

 Workshop or Presentation  

 Community Service 

 Innovative Projects 

 Special Need Audiences (Senior, Disabled,Therapeutic, etc.)  

Research (applied scientific methodology) 
Deadline to apply is July 1, 2015; awards and cash prizes will be presented at the NCEMGVA Conference, Sept. 21-22, 2015. 

 

Apply today! 2015 Search for Excellence Application    

 

 

Carolinas Getting Started Garden Guide  

New Book by Toby Bost 

a new  book , a plant selection guide, perfect for when you're choosing plants and starting a 

garden in a climate that can be as challenging as it is beautiful. Choose the right plants and 

care for them properly with help from an expert. Toby Bost, one of the area's most highly 

respected and experienced gardeners, shares his deep knowledge of the region, gardens, and plants in a lively, 

upbeat style. 

The author's top picks for plants that will thrive in (or in spite of) the Carolina's heat, humidty, coastal conditions, 

clay and sandy loam soils, and other unique growing conditions guarantee success for the area gardeners and 

home landscapers. Plants are divided into easy-to-browse chapters, including Annuals, Bulbs, Groundcovers, 

Ornamental Grasses, Perennials, Shrubs, Trees, Lawns, and Vines. Each plant is highlighted in its respective 

chapter with a large full-color photograph and tips on how, when, and where to plant. 

Carolinas Getting Started Garden Guide doesn't stop at plant selection. Methods for preparing soil, watering, ferti-

lizer application, and pest management are also covered in detail. Along with the "nitty-gritty" of tending your gar-

den, Toby shares his inspiration for garden design, offers ways to incorporate your plants into the landscape, and 

names some favorite cultivars or species. His sound, practical advice is clothed in beautiful descriptions of each 

plant that will inspire you to get your hands dirty! 

Order your copy 

http://ncmgva.camp8.org/page-510010 

Click on above link to download the Document 

http://ncmgva.camp8.org/event-1895213
http://www.amazon.com/Carolinas-Getting-Started-Garden-Guide/dp/1591869005/ref=cm_cr_pr_pdt_img_top?ie=UTF8
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North Central District  

 

 

Alamance, Alleghany, Ashe, Caswell, Chatham, Davidson, Davie, Durham, Forsyth, Granville, Guilford, Orange, Person, Randolph, Rockingham, 

Stokes, Surry, Vance, Wilkes, Yadkin. 

Christina Larson, District Reporter 

Davidson County – Submitted by Sue Smith 

 

 

After holding a very successful Gardeners’ Conference in February the committee is taking a break while still thinking about ideas and speakers 

for February 2016. The success of the event was due in part to our receiving a NCEMGVA grant last year. We’d hoped to reach at least 100 participants 

this time but were actually able to accommodate 125 with others on the waiting list.   We are hoping to be able to accommodate more participants next 

year. The event is open to the public. 

The Public Education council planned its first “Lunch and Learn” program in April.  Participants learned the techniques of micro-landscaping and 

then had the opportunity to create their own Fairy Garden.  May marked the opening of local farmers’ markets.  The council will be sharing programs at the 

three markets in Davidson county—Lexington, Thomasville, and Denton. The first sessions will be on using container gardens. Throughout the market 

season the Master Gardeners will be helping the agents with various programs. A separate class for children was held at the library in order to teach flower 

arrangement for Mother’s Day. 

Making Fairy Gardens 

Davidson County Master Gardeners will hold their 11th Annual Garden Tour on June 6th and 7th. The times are 10-

4:00 on Saturday and 1-5:00 on Sunday. Cost is $10 per ticket and can be used either day or both days. The location will 

be Thomasville. Advance tickets can be bought at the Backyard Retreat at 106 S. Main St. Lexington, Davidson County 

Extension office at 301 E. Center St. Lexington, Thomasville Visitor Center at 44 W. Main St. in Thomasville, Thomasville 

Chamber of Commerce at 941 Randolph St., Thomasville or from a Master Gardener. Tickets the day of the sale can be 

purchased at the Exxon station parking area off business Hwy.85 at the Hwy. 68 exit or at the homes. Signs will direct 

you and maps are provided with the tickets.  

During the summer, volunteers from the group help the County Horticulture Agent and the 4-H agent carry out “ Summer 

Fun” educational  programs for children. They help with planning and conduct various activities that are connected to the 

horticultural world and appropriate to the ages of the children. 

Public Service council members completed a garden at the local senior services location and are presently talk-

ing with the local hospital about a project there. 

Continuing education for members this past year has covered a wide range of subjects including low mainte-

nance gardening, wreath-making, herbs, and use of pesticides. Field trips were taken and conferences attended. Sum-

mer will include making hypertufa containers at the nursery of one of the members. 

In between other activities, members will stay busy potting plants for the fall plant sale on October 3rd. Since fall is a pref-

erable planting season in this area of NC the sale takes place at this time annually and is held from 8-12:00 at the Lexing-

ton Farmers’ Market at the Depot on South Railroad Street. 

For more information on Davidson County’s events - http://davidson.ces.ncsu.edu/ or “Master Gardeners of Davidson 

County” Facebook page. 

Durham County – Submitted by Barbara Goodman 

Spring Plant Sale: The Durham EMGV annual plant sale really expanded this year, starting with dozens of volun-

teers and interns propagating or digging and dividing plants from members’ gardens. A large team then gathered on a 

chilly March morning to clean and bleach donated pots, fill these with nursery grade pine bark fines, and plant all the pass

-along plants. This was a 6-hour project, after which volunteers took the hundreds of plants home to “babysit” them for 

two weeks until the sale. In the meantime, Sarah P. Duke Gardens permitted us to print professional plant labels and 

barcoded price stickers for all of them.  Volunteers pot up hundreds of donated plants at Briggs Avenue, Durham County. 

Right: Michelle Wallace, Durham County Agent, helps volunteers pot the 

plants and identify them correctly. Left: Durham Volunteers arrange the sun-

tolerant plants for sale on a drizzly day! 

The plants made a stunning display where EMGVs had a vendor space at the 

Duke Gardens spring plant sale on March 27-28. The sky cleared and the 

sale was a great success! 

 

    Spring Plant Sale 

http://davidson.ces.ncsu.edu/
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(continued from page 3) 

Interns Field Trip:  For EMGV interns, the recent field trip to the NCSU Plant Disease and Insect Clinic (PDIC) and the North Carolina Department 

of Agriculture Agronomic Division’s soil testing lab reinforced the importance of helping people submit good samples. At the PDIC, both Mike Munster 

and Matt Bertone reiterated the proper way to submit samples and underscored the importance of correctly filling out the sample submission form. Par-

ticipants left with a “souvenir” of 12 key questions to ask when dealing with tree or shrub problems; many also “met” several live Brown Recluse Spiders.  

During a 40-minute presentation at the soil testing lab, interns heard about the many exacting processes a soil sample goes through during analysis, and 

the checks and balances that ensure accuracy.   

Finally, the gardeners in all of us were treated to a tour of the NCSU greenhouses, led by Diane Mayes, where we each received yet another souvenir, a 

small Colocasia “Thailand Giant” upon which we could apply all that we learned in the talks. (Reported by Durham County EMGV intern Kathryn Hamil-

ton) 

Annual Spring Field Trip:  Durham EMGVs will visit Coon Rock Farm on the Eno River in Hillsborough for a half -day tour on May 12, 2015. See 

www.coonrockfarm.com/  and www.thefarmery.com for more information about this historic sustainable family farm. 

Radio Show: Be sure to catch the “Getting Dirty with NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers in Durham and Orange County” radio show, the 

only all-volunteer radio show in the country!  gettingdirtyradioshow.org  

Blog: Follow our activities on the Durham County Master Gardeners blog: https://durhammastergardeners.wordpress.com/ 

Forsyth County – Submitted by Teresa Lowry 

 

The Forsyth County Extension Master Gardeners are once again operating at full speed.  Winter has passed and 

the gardens at Historical Bethabara Park, Sci-Works, Tanglewood Park, and the Demo Gardens are receiving 

that touch of “loving care” and refurbishment needed after a long winter’s nap.   

The Medicinal Garden at Historic Bethabara Park is fortunate with the number of volunteers who 

show up weekly; their dedication from last fall shows up in this spring’s gardens.  The gardens already look great 

and work did not begin until mid-March.  Two summer open house tours are already scheduled for Master Gar-

dener Volunteers from Surry and Forsyth County.   

The Arboretum and Gardens at Tanglewood Park  
have undergone several renovations that started last fall and continued through the winter.  Volunteers at Tanglewood cleaned the gardens and pre-

pared for the annual Plant Sale which began April 18th and concluded on April 22nd.  The Nursery and Greenhouse was like a beehive, growing and 

transplanting the numerous plants offered to the public.  Another successful sale is now behind us and would not have been possible without all the 

dedicated volunteers who made it possible.   

Our volunteers staffed a booth at the Triad Home and Garden show held in late February. Even with bad weather, 

which kept attendance down, they were able to reach out and talk with 381 attendees who had early spring prepara-

tion questions.  The show was coordinated by Bill Crowley who did a great job in expanding our booth to 10’ x 30’ 

with computer access.     

 The new Forsyth County Master Gardener Volunteers Association  
quickly became an active association touching many areas of interest to its volunteers.  The By-Laws were adopted 

by unanimous vote and much work has been done to the county’s Intranet site which provides better communica-

tion on all aspects of the association.  We can now say we have an active, current, up-to-date site that fulfills the 

needs of its volunteers.  An appreciation banquet for volunteers was held on April 9th at the Forsyth County Exten-

sion office.   

Of particular interest to volunteers is the new Field Trip Committee who quickly organized tours in 

April for the Emily Allen Wildflower Preserve in Winston-Salem and the UNC Charlotte Botanical 

Gardens.   

Emily Allen’s Wildflower Preserve was a guided tour of the 5.5 acre garden that is dedicated to wild-

life habitat and urban green space. It is filled with native plant flora indigenous to the area and also 

many native plants that found a home after rescue by master gardeners and other interested individu-

als. Over 500 plants are found in the database and 28 or the 35 Trillium species from the southeast 

are found on the property. The April 28th tour of the UNC Botanical Garden consisted of a tour of the 

greenhouse and gardens by Larry Mellichamp, Director Emeritus. Along with the greenhouse com-

plex, the gardens include a 3-acre Asian garden and a 7-acre woodland garden.  The attendees were 

treated to an exciting and informative tour and came home with stories and knowledge to share. 

 

Tanglewood Arboretum  

Greenhouse 

Triad Home and Garden Show 

          Emily Allen’s Wildflower Preserve  

http://www.coonrockfarm.com/
http://www.thefarmery.com
http://gettingdirtyradioshow.org/
https://durhammastergardeners.wordpress.com/
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Guilford County – Submitted by Patricia Lunn Adsit  

Guilford County Goes the Extra Mile 
On a chilly Wednesday morning in April, Guilford County Extension Master Gardener Volunteers gathered for the 27th Annual Awards Breakfast, one 

of the “purely fun events” held during the year. After enjoying the delicious buffet of casseroles, breads, and fruits prepared by our agent, Karen Neill, the 

assembled EMGVs, Interns, and guests were treated to a program that included speakers Jim Cowden, North Central District Extension Director, and 

Kay Cashion, Guilford County Commissioner.  Mr. Cowden made many friends when he said “we could not do our programs without Master Gar-

dener volunteers like you.”  

The first highlight was the presentation by Karen of the “Big Check” in the amount of $450,136.52, which represents the equivalent amount of “dollars” 

that the 17,236 volunteer hours, mileage, and fees contributed for 2014. Accepting the token check on behalf of 

all of the County Commissioners, Ms. Cashion (pictured) said “this represents your commitment to building the 

future.” 

Then the real fun began. Several “special” awards were distributed, including  the “Heigh Ho, Heigh Ho” award 

to Linda Anderson; the “Seed” award to Charlotte Patterson; the “Golden Plunger” awards to Mary Flinn and 

Rose Foster; the “Busy Bee” award to Chet Wasik; the “Pinwheel” award to Georgeanne Ingram; the “Wise 

Experienced Owl” award to Deborah Pelli; the “Carrot” award to Karen Price; the “Garden Fairy” award to Janet 

Sommers; the “Tree Face” award to Elaine Brune; and the “Bob the Builder Award,” given to Bob Bass, who 

was celebrated for his woodworking skills, including having designed and built birdhouse-like holders for the 

brochures for our Demonstration Garden, as well as our new potting shed. 

Next came the Yearly Pin awards to recipients who have given 5, 10, and 15 years’ service. This year, there was even a 20-year award recipient, Paul-

ine Jones (pictured). Class of 2015 members were called forward to receive their green EMGV t-shirts, which is always a great moment for current year 

students, who are hopefully just beginning their path to a 20-year pin. 

While all EMGVs have to meet volunteer hour requirements, there is usually an eager and energetic bunch who do go that extra 

mile…or at least an extra 50 hours (or more) above requirements. This year there were 4 members of the Class of 2014 who 

exceeded their Intern year requirements, as well as 27 veteran EMGVs, all of whom received Lowe’s gift cards from Karen in 

appreciation for their dedication to giving “above and beyond.” 

And, saving the best for last, Karen awarded Christina Larson with the Rookie of the Year award and Brenda Rambach with the 

Veteran of the Year award (pictured with Elizabeth Williams). As icing on the cake, we closed out the program with a 

standing ovation  

Christina Larson & Brenda Rambach  

Pauline Jones 20 

year MGV Member 

Christina Larson 

Linda Ramback 

Randolph County – Submitted by Jacquie Reininger  

Randolph County, still right where I want to be!  Our Annual Plant Sale(  April 11th) was a delightful success! We were proud to 

share our herbs, perennials, trees and houseplants with our community, and we made almost $1500! Still collaborating with 

neighborhood child care centers, several of them are planting, with our help, a “Three Sisters” garden (corn, beans and squash) like the Native Ameri-

cans did. Our demonstration garden has been cleaned up and replanted with spring veggies, asparagus, and as well as tomatoes of every variety! Our 

plans to plant an orchard and create pockets of shade are being refined, and soon you’ll find this garden a true haven right in the middle of the city! 

We’ve received and are distributing our promotional items - canvas bags, visors and garden aprons seem to be very popular!  Our group enjoys field 

trips regularly, and this spring, we are enjoying each other’s gardens! Touring other EMGV’s personal grounds gives us a better sense of community, 

and we find that you can learn a lot about a person by seeing his garden! Check out our group’s Facebook page - which is open to the public to  join  

ttps://www.facebook.com/groups/ 

Visit us soon and you’ll be inspired to get down in the dirt by the great articles and photos we are posting! EMGV Tote  

Bags 

Stokes County – Submitted by Katherine Gambill 

The Stokes EMGVs have taken the opportunity of winter's quiescence to evaluate the past year 

and make plans for the coming one.The new Master Gardener class of eight celebrated their grad-

uation on April 24, and we will welcome new volunteers to participate in this summer's projects. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
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The first was our participation in the season opening of the King Farmer's Market on April 22 - which also happened to be Earth Day!  Our group 

functioned as the welcome/information booth for the season, with a special event once per month. 

April 25th was a workday in the SEEDS (Stokes Experimental Educational Dirt Spot) demonstration and donation garden.  This year each of the nine 

beds will have a specific theme or purpose. 

We also had a May 2 plant and garage sale, our major fundraiser, and helpful in cleaning out our own attics, basements, and closets for spring! 

It will be fun to share some pictures of all these events in the next newsletter!  Like us on FaceBook; StokesEMGV    (Stokes.ces.ncsu.edu) 

Northeast District 

Anne Pierce , District Reporter   

Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Dare, Edgecombe, Franklin, Gates, Halifax, Hertford, Hyde, Martin, Nash, Northampton, Pasquotank, 

Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrell, Wake, Warren, Washington 

 

Currituck County-Submitted by Anne Pierce 

 

Currituck Master Gardeners are in full springtime mode. Our Greenhouse is full of homegrown bed-

ding plants, herbs, and vegetables that will be sold during our Home, Flower and Garden Show. This 

year’s theme is “Pollinator Appreciation” and the show includes educational displays, children’s activi-

ties, lots of plants and plant related vendors, food and fun. 

We proudly announce our new class of Master Gardeners who have completed their initial training and 

graduated April 7.  

Daffodil Show  

We celebrate Spring with our largest Daffodil Show to date in late March. More than 900 daffodils 

were entered and beautiful floral designs and photography were also on display. This was the 8th 

annual show presented by the Northeast North Carolina Daffodil Society. The auditorium of our 

Extension building was filled with daffodils. Master Gardener volunteers are instrumental in the 

production of this lovely show. 

 

Dare County-Submitted by Chris Stadther  

The Dare County Master Gardener Speakers Bureau has completed the Library Garden Season 

for the winter months providing programs on gardening topics to over 200 Dare County residents. 

Our Greenline (Ask a Master Gardener) information line restarted in March with many questions 

concerning basic plant care, especially watering during the year. 

Eleven new Master Gardener volunteers will graduate in April.  The hard work of Master Gardener Volun-

teers, Linda Foster and Vickie Schreffler with Jennifer Thompson, Dare County Extension Program Assis-

tant, were key figures in scheduling this endeavor. 

 

 

 

13
th

 annual Coastal Gardening Festival  
The Coastal Gardening Festival , May 16th  has everyone working hard.  The theme this year is “DIY-Dig Into Your Garden” 

with many do-it-yourself educational displays and over 50 Vendors. Master Gardeners have been propagating many types 

of plants for sale at the Festival. For more information, contact the Dare County Office of the NC Cooperative Extension at  

(252) 473-4290 or go to our Facebook page, Dare County Master Gardeners. 

 11 New Volunteers will graduate in 

April 2015 

 Jennifer  Thompson, Dare County Ex-

tension Program Assistant                   

Stokes.ces.ncsu.edu
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Nash County submitted by Anne Pierce  

 
Nash County EMGVs have had an amazingly busy Spring. Once it finally thawed out enough, 

our 4-H garden was dug out, amended and replanted just in time for a big 4-H gathering in just 

two days thanks to the efforts of our dedicated group.  

 

 

 

Pollinator Garden flourishes 
 

Last years’ efforts to establish a new pollinator garden are proving fruitful as established 

pollinator attracting plants are emerging bigger and better, sure to bring in even more 

pollinators than last year. 

Nash Co. EMGVs were 

thrilled to see the mon-

archs had found us the 

first season.  

 

2015 Annual Plant Sale 
Funds from this years’ event will be used to further support 

the beautiful arboretum at the Nash County  Extension site 

which has been developed by the Nash EMGVs’ to share 

with students of horticulture, schools, and the public of 

Nash and surrounding counties.

 

16th Johnston County Annual Plant Sale 

Johnston County Extension Master Gardener Volunteers annual sale, featuring plants propagated by its members, will take place 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

Saturday, May 16. A wide variety of both native and exotic plants suitable for local landscapes will be available at reasonable prices. In addition, new 

gardening gloves and gently used gardening books, tools, pots and more will be for sale. Proceeds fund Master Gardener outreach programs in Johnston 

County. Location: The Johnston County Agriculture Center, 2736 NC 210 Highway, Smithfield 27577. (Park around back.) For more information, check 

the events listing on the NC Cooperative Extension website at   http://johnston.ces.ncsu.edu/ 

 

June 
 

 6th and 7th 

11th Annual Garden Tour: 

 on Saturday June 6th from 10 am –4pm and Sunday June 7th from 1pm to 5 pm. The tour will be in Thomasville this year and will feature 5 private gar-

dens.  The cost is $10 and you can attend both days if you choose. Tickets will be sold at the Davidson County Extension office 301 E. Center Street, 

Lexington; at the Backyard Retreat, 106 S. Main Street, Lexington; or purchased from Master Gardeners. Tickets can also be purchased on the days of 

the tour at each garden.  Check out More Information Here 

 

July 
 

Cullowhee Native Plant Conference: 

15th-18th 

The purpose of the Cullowhee Conference is to increase interest in and knowledge of propagating and preserving native southeastern plant species in 

the landscape. Past participants of the conference have included landscape architects, commercial nursery operators, garden club members, botanists, 

and horticulturists from state highway departments, universities, native plant societies, botanical gardens, and arboretums. Both professionals and lay-

persons will gain valuable knowledge from the informative fieldtrips, lectures and workshops.  Check out More Information Here 

August  NCSU's 16th Vermiculture Conference   

August 10-11, 2015  

 will be held  at NC State University in Raleigh, North Carolina at the Hunt Library, which is ranked #2 in '10 of the Most Amazing College Libraries in the 

U.S.A.'  Check out More Information Here 

Events to Come Across the State 

May  

Spring Passalong Plant Sale – Friday May 8 9:00-3:00 and Saturday May 9 9:00-Noon 

at Guilford County Cooperative Extension, 3309 Burlington Road in Greensboro. This 

year featuring Japanese maples and Fairy Garden conifers!  (TIME SENSITIVE de-

pending on publication date) 

http://johnston.ces.ncsu.edu/
http://www.visitlexingtonnc.com/davidson-county-master-gardeners-10th-annual-garden-tour/
http://www.wcu.edu/academics/edoutreach/conted/conferences-and-community-classes/the-cullowhee-native-plant-conference/
http://www.bae.ncsu.edu/workshops/worm_conference/
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Pasquotank County-Submitted by Bette Lou Campbell 

 

Pasquotank County EMGV’s are in full swing 

with a busy schedule. 

 

 

Foreman House Learning/Demonstration Garden:  PCEMGV’s took on 

the management of this garden, which began as a Community Garden.  Sixteen people 

attended our first public workshop, which demonstrated various composting methods. 

 

As the weather warmed, we began garden preparation by removing old plants, weeding 

and introducing compost into the beds.   

By mid-March, the weather cooperated, allowing us to do some planting.  During a recent 

visit by Girls, Inc. a dozen girls and their leaders learned how to weed, thin seedlings and 

plant vegetables. Produce from this garden will be donated to help support the Food Bank 

of the Albemarle. 

Speakers:  In early March, John Bellevance, a trained Extension Master Gardener, 

gave a presentation on Self Irrigated Planters, followed by MGV Jim Davis’ demonstration 

on making a rain barrel.  

Speaker:  EMGV Carolyn Jennings, was our guest speaker in April, explaining how she 

achieved the title of NC Certified Environmental Educator.  It is an extensive two year pro-

cess. Carolyn is one of a very few in our area with this certification.  Read more at: 

www.eenorthcarolina.org/certification.html 

Potato Variety Test: In March we also participated in the planting of the annual 
potato variety test held in Weeksville each year. 

Northeast North Carolina Daffodil Show:  Event was held at the Currituck 
Co. Extension Center.PCEMGV Carolyn Jennings'Polly's Pearl' took 1st Place and Small 
Growers Award. Carolyn's table arrangement won 1st place as well. She won numerous 
other awards.  Wearing many hats, she also worked as a clerk with the judges at the Show. 

 
Earth Day, on April 11, 2015 at the Mariners’ Wharf  Park, in Elizabeth City. PCEMGV 
will participate in this fun and educational event.  A variety of activities are planned, includ-
ing the demonstration of water transpiration though the use of cabbage leaves and food 
dye. 
 

Walmart Garden Center Grand Opening: Under the guidance of the MGV’s, 

the children learn to transplant a flower to a container and how to plant seeds. 

 
Currituck Home, Flower and Garden Show: Preparations are in full swing 
for this event, held April 17-18, 2015, and hosted by Currituck Co. EMGV.  This year’s 
theme is “Pollinator Appreciation” and promises to be one of our most fun displays. 
 

Albemarle Master Gardener Spring Garden Show:    
The theme is “Celebrating 100 Years of Extension.”  PCEMGV will be showing our history 
through our scrapbook of activities. 

 

Demonstration Garden 

 

 

Downtown Waterfront Market:  
Each week, throughout the summer, we will be there to 
answer questions, as well as take orders for flower 
bulbs and sell our hypertufas to support our Scholar-
ship fund. 

Plant Sale:  
Our biggest fundraiser, which this year will allow us to 
award two $1,000 scholarships to graduates entering 
fields of botany, horticulture, agriculture or related 
fields of study.  To date, eleven recipients have been 
awarded a total of $9,500. 

Coastal Gardening Festival:   
This year’s theme is “Dig into your Garden.”We will be 
answering gardening questions and selling hypertufas 
and blueberry bushes to support our scholarships. 

http://www.eenorthcarolina.org/certification.html
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Pitt County-Submitted by Pam Mastin 

 
2015 Plant Sale 
Welcome Spring!  Pitt Co. MGs are busy preparing for the 2015 Plant Sale to be held 

on Saturday May 16 at the Arboretum.  Friends of the Arboretum will be welcomed 

from 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. for early shopping as a Friends perk.  Public sale is from 10:00 

to 12:00 or sold out.   A Community Plant Swap will be held at 11:00 a.m.  We are 

planning for thousands of quality plants including perennials, Natives, shade plants, 

trees & shrubs, ornamental grasses, groundcovers, roses, annuals, vegetables and 

herbs.  If you’re close by, come join us for the fun!  For more information visit http://

pitt.ces.ncsu.edu or http://pittcountyarboretum.blogspot.com 

 
 

Last Fall MGs Carol Taylor and committee inspired garden curators to set aside a 

plot in each of their gardens to plant some Narcissus bulbs to bloom this Spring. 

The plan was for the blooming bulbs to visually connect each garden in the Arbo-

retum. The large cupped Narcissus ‘Ice Follies’ was chosen and bulbs were pur-

chased by the bushel from Terra Ceia Farms in Pantego, NC. The groups got 

busy planting and their efforts have produced a welcome riot of bloom.   

 

Plant Swap 

Wake County-Submitted by Cathy Burton 

 
The graduating class (not in order and not all were able to be in the picture):   

Robin Busby, Rieppe Hendrick, Melody Hughes, Patricia Korpik, Heather Price, Christine Thom-

son, Kim Anderson, Janet Campbell, Pam Eagles, Diana Jones, Sharon LaRusch, Evangeline 

Richardson, Veronica Solomon, Richard Woynicz, Lu Ann Little, Susan Pittman, Norma Joyner, 

Berenice Hayter, Cindy Hamrick, Maria Cranston, Phyllis Donahue, Jane Litton, Lynn Martin, Su 

Shearin, Patricia Gerney, Diane Geis, Linda Barneto, Helen Crouse, Larissa Ivanitch, Debra 

Spaduzzi. 

The 2014-2015 Master Gardening Training Class for 
Wake County completed the education efforts at the 
end of January! 
 

The training wrapped up with Bryce Lane sharing with 

them his story on becoming a Public Speaker which 

was entertaining (as he always is!).  They also learned 

about volunteering and record keeping policies, dis-

cussed evaluations of the class, and had a fabulous 

lunch.  Each "Intern" got a certificate of completing the 

course.   Rich Woynicz and Evangeline Richardson got 

MG t-shirts as they had the most volunteer hours put in 

(42 and 31).  What an amazing start. 

Dig In! 

There was the one day "Dig In" community gardening conference that took place on March 7 at Marbles Museum in Ra-

leigh.  Organized by Advocates for Health in Action, Cooperative Extension, and other partners, it was started to provide 

information on how to begin and maintain community and school gardens.  Master Gardeners were focusing information 
on soil testing but of course answered many other questions. 

 
Digital Gardening! 

EMGs of Wake County are going digital with computer tablets for information sharing at the Farmer's markets. Wake 
County EMG Sherrill Johnson was instrumental in leading this effort, and the Wake EMG tech team supported the effort to 
determine the best approach of devices, connect options, etc. Everyone is excited to have this option now available for research at public events. 

Wake EMGs Trish MacPherson and Rich 

Woynicz at the Dig In event 

 

http://pitt.ces.ncsu.edu/
http://pitt.ces.ncsu.edu/
http://pittcountyarboretum.blogspot.com/
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South Central District 

Barb Apelian, District Reporter 

Alexander, Anson, Cabarrus, Catawba, Cumberland, Gaston, Harnett, Hoke, Iredell, Lee, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Montgomery, Moore, Richmond, 

Rowan, Scotland, Stanly, Union. 

Cabarrus County - Submitted by Mitchell Hagler 

 

 

The Cabarrus County EMGA had a busy spring. We hosted our 10th Herb and Plant Festival at the Farmer’s Market with over 80 vendors participating. 
The annual event which draws in thousands looking for bargains as well as hard-to-find items helps to support our scholarship and grant programs. Mas-
ter Gardeners start soon after the festival planning for the next year by potting up plants, collecting garden related items, making fairy gardens—anything 
that might interest the neophyte or the experienced gardener.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our other main activity was planning and enjoying an evening celebrating our 25th anniversary and combining it with a retirement party for David Goforth, 
our Extension Agent and mentor. Representatives from the state, the county, the 
Farmer’s Market, and the EMGV “roasted” David in good fun but more importantly 
praised his service to our county. David completed 30 years as an extension agent  

plus an additional two years as a horticulture teacher at Jackson Training School. A 
buffet dinner, attractive table decorations, the fellowship of former and current members 
of the association, a time to remember deceased members—all helped to make this a 
memorable evening.  

 

We have enjoyed excellent monthly programs that educated us about the importance of 
bees, about the importance of composting, and about our own Discovery Garden at 
Frank Liske Park for kids in the summer daycare program. Interesting field trips took us 
to UNC-Charlotte’s Botanical Gardens, to Baucom’s Nursery, and to Concord’s Memori-
al Garden to see the many thousands of tulips.  

 

We awarded our first $1,000 scholarship to a high school senior planning a major in horticulture and we continued to award grants to schools and other 
non-profits for their gardening projects. 

 

Twenty-five individuals graduated from the  MG training and became our new class of master gardeners. We assigned each one to an experienced mas-
ter gardener to help get them acclimated into our association and make them feel  welcome. 

 

Catawba County - Submitted by Linda Barnett 

The Catawba Valley Master Gardener Association (CVMGA) began the 2015 meeting schedule in February due to inclement weather in January.  Dr. 
George Place was introduced as the new extension director.  He  provided some personal background information and then shared some ideas and 
plans for the extension office.  .  Members were reminded that all are welcome to attend any of the classes in the Spring 2015 Master Gardener training 
schedule.  The featured speakers for the February meeting were from Wild Birds Unlimited in Hickory.     Information was presented on the habitats and 
feeding of wild birds, specifically blue birds.  Samples of birdseed were provided to the members and birdhouses were offered for sale.   The members 
enjoyed all the educational information.  The Ask a Master Gardener phone clinic began in March and is already receiving phone calls.  Dr. Place sched-
uled a review session for April 17th for Master Gardeners to prepare to answer questions from callers.  There has been a full schedule of activities and 
learning opportunities provided by the Catawba County Extension Office.  Master Gardeners, as well as the general public, have participated in interest-
ing sessions about Mushrooms, Composting, and Bee Keeping, to name a few. 

Images from Farmers 

Market 2015 

David Goforth 

http://hickory.wbu.com/
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(continued from page 9) 

The March 12th was the annual plant exchange.  The 
students in the Spring 2015 MG training class also at-
tended.  Members gave a brief description of their 
plants and then everyone was able to select a plant or 
two to take home.   The selection was wide and varied, 
including both indoor and outdoor plants.  All members 
were excited to be able to add plant variety to homes 
and gardens. 

 

 

 

 

The CVMGA manned a booth at the Carolina Home & Garden Show held at the Hickory Metro Center 
from March 13th-15th.  A steady flow of attendees was able to learn about the MG program as well as to 
have general questions answered. 

Master Gardeners gathered on April 9th and were treated to an excellent program about flower arranging, 
presented by Whitfield’s by Design in Hickory.   The educational and entertaining demonstration featured 
tips on vase size, use of plant color, and determining the appropriate heights of the cut flowers and green-

ery.   The members appreciated the beauty of the finished arrangement. 

The CVMGA has been asked to help with the garden beds at the Newton Library again this year.   Preparing the vegetable beds for summer planting 
began in April.  This will be one of the many projects undertaken by the CVMGA for the 2015 growing season. 

Cumberland County - Submitted by Kandis Lindsay  
 
 
The CCEMGVA award for Master Gardener of the Year was presented to Leslie Kie- wra.  She is a 5'2" ball of energy, and a very deserv-
ing winner of the coveted award given each year to a veteran Master Gardener who has exhibited an amazing devotion to the program. Leslie was in the 
intern class of 2010 and was named the "Sprout" for that year. She became extremely active right away. Leslie loves staying up to date and continues to 
learn by receiving the award for the most education hours for years, including 2014. 
 
Some of the activities she is involved in include working at the CCEMGVA demo garden. She is out there nearly every Tues-
day throughout the year just picking up trash if nothing else is to be done. She has been the volunteer of the month at Cape 
Fear Botanical Garden also. Leslie works at the Wounded War- rior Tranquility Garden and at the Second Harvest Community 
Roots garden. If there are programs being presented by Coop- erative Extension, Leslie is likely to be there. The Fayetteville 
Community Garden is her garden for herself and where she volunteers to help others learn gardening. Leslie is the first 
person to ask what she can do or to volunteer for almost any activity.   

 

Images from the March 12th Plant Exchange 

Cumberland MGV of the year, Leslie Kiewra  

The February Update meeting was a fun and very educational session taught by CCEMGVA Master Gardener Keith Clayton.  Keith taught us the cor-
rect method to repot orchids. He explained the different types of orchids and root systems and how to determine the health of the roots in order to 
properly trim the roots before repotting.   Keith then had the members gather around the table to watch the 
repotting process. Afterwards, questions were answered and knowledge was taken home. 
 
Our March Update education was a fantastic presentation of the Cocorahs program by David Glenn of 
North Carolina. This was a very informative program and one that benefits the National Weather Service as 
well! What fun it is to actually report your precipitation and actually see your data on the state and county 
map. North Carolina should be very proud to be the leading state in the nation with reporters and we had 
151 new recruits in the month of March! 
Go to www.cocorahs.org, sign up and become part of this amazing and fun national weather program. You 
will actually see your location with your report every time you entire data! Don’t forget to purchase your 
professional rain gauge from the website as you will save some money!  
 
Fayetteville’s Second Harvest Food Bank has very dedicated Master Gardener supporters. Amy Stidham 
and Leslie Kiewra presented the “Spring Garden Planning” class, teaching about the 5 important things to 
consider when building your garden – location, sun, water, soil and size of the garden. Leslie then showed 
everyone how to plan and keep track of what’s growing. Something essential to those of us who are a bit 
forgetful!!  Some of the people are new to gardening and some in school advancing their agriculture 
knowledge. Starting on the front herb beds, we were able to clear out some of the old herbs and replaced 
them with lots of pansies until after the frost. Meet your EMGV team - Jonathan Lenard (Intern) runs general 
garden operations, Amy Stidham and Leslie Kiewra coordinate education, and new Interns Kenny Jones 
and Fatima Saleem joined us and are well on their way to becoming knowledgeable Master Gardeners. Our partners, Anna Fiore runs volunteer coordi-
nation and marketing and Marsha Howe, from Sustainable Neighbors, coordinates Kids activities. 
 
Our Demonstration Garden has begun a full cleanup from the winter. We had a great turnout of volunteers, including a spouse and an energetic little 
one! We cleaned the sunflower & zinnia beds, pathways in lower garden and cutback the lantana & zebra grass. We also fertilized the roses, blueber-
ries, asparagus and the daylily beds.  

Keith Clayton.   

C:/Users/mary/Documents/Bluetooth Exchange Folder
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(continued from page 10) 

The Cape Fear Botanical Garden held it’s 69th Camellia Festival! Master Gardeners Bob Fox and 
Jack Dewar were on hand to give tours to the public. We held classes for the children to make camel-
lia flowers from tissue paper and many little girls were walking around with tissue flowers in their hair. 
We also had a vendor table and sold Master Gardener gloves, plant stakes, garden journals and our 
very own note cards. There was also a live Hotline table with the public to answer questions on ca-
mellias to help with growing healthy camellias.  
 
May 9th is the Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale in Fayetteville NC. It begins at 9am and will be 
held outside of the Extension office at 301 Mountain Dr., Fayetteville NC. Lots and lots of plants and 
vendor items will be available. 
 

Gaston County - Submitted by Barbara Linster MG’s at Camellia Festival  
(Cumberland) 

The EMG Group of Gaston County began 2015 with a roster of 113 members.  We traditionally start the year in January with a gathering of sorts to 
come in from the cold, catch up with our fellow EMG Volunteer friends and, most importantly, to sign up for volunteer opportunities.  This year was no 
exception; our January meeting was an ‘Outreach Fair and Coffee Time.’  Members brought baked goods, breakfast casseroles, fruit and more.  Our 
Outreach Fair was truly awesome.  Our committees and many outreach projects each had table displays with information and signup sheets so that 
members could ask questions and, of course, sign up to volunteer!   

 

By our February 19 meeting, plans were well on their way.  Our Trip Committee of 12, co-chaired by Amy and Ron Holland, had planned six day trips 
and one over-night trip. Our Program Committee of seven, co-chaired by Carol Golden and Jamie Keller, had scheduled ten outstanding speakers.   
Funding for our speaker programs is provided by our prior year’s annual plant sale, traditionally held on the first Saturday of May.  Several of these 
programs will be open to the public, which benefit our community and often spark the interest of potential future EMG volunteers.  You wouldn’t think 
there was so much to do during the cold month of February.  EMG Volunteers Ann Jones, Carol Golden, Dana Harper, Debbie Mendez and Allison 
Pittman propagated over 300 tomato plants for the gardens at Holy Angels, the Holy Angel Plant Sale and our own 
EMG Plant Sale.  They worked in the Holy Angels greenhouse beginning in February and propagated various vegeta-
bles and perennials.   

Our February speaker, Rick Crowder, from Hawksridge Farm in Hickory, made an interesting presentation on the topic 
“New and Unusual Plants for the Piedmont.” Arrangements were made by Janet Forte.  Carol Golden arranged for our 
March speaker, Michael Jones, owner of Michael Jones Horticultural Services in Davidson, who shared an informative 
presentation on “The Importance of Garden Irrigation.”  After the meeting ten EMG volunteers participated in a work-
shop on designs for specific individual irrigation situations.  Additionally, at the end of February and early March, nine 
EMG volunteers responded to Extension Agent Julie Flower’s request for volunteering at the Southern Spring Show 
EMG booth.  The edible landscape theme was enjoyed by all.  

Last but not least, our Learning Garden got a clean up on February 25th under the direction of 2015 LG Chair, Gene 
Martin.  EMG Volunteer Ann Belmont has continued to nurture and maintain the gardens at the Dallas Library.  The 
garden’s four-season beauty is from plantings Ann gathered from her own garden, as well as plants donated by other 
EMG volunteers. We congratulate Ann on a job well done! (pics #2&3) More EMG volunteers supported the Keep Gastonia Beautiful Black Gold/Mulch 
sale and we are all, of course, gathering our own plants and garden items for our May 2nd Plant Sale! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iredell County - Submitted by Alice Beasley 

The new year began for the Iredell EMGVA with our organization learning to use the online site and putting it 
to work for our group.  Members have been recording their hours on the site and it now includes all of our announce-
ments, sign up opportunities, and of course, all the valuable information from our state organization.  President Pau-
lette Kenley lead the group through this training session at our January meeting held at the Iredell Agriculture Cen-
ter.  Also at the meeting, Tim Smith, Chairman for the Garden Fair to be held on April 25, reported on committee 
chairmen and plans. 

At the February meeting member Lynn Davis(See Picture) presented the first in a series of programs she is 
preparing on insects.  This presentation included information on identification and what to do with it.  Plans have 
been approved for a $500 scholarship to be presented by our organization to an Iredell County high school graduate 
planning to major in agriculture, horticulture, or related fields.  A reunion of Iredell EMGVA members is being 
planned for July 12.  

 

Mike Jones (Gaston County  

  

Dallas Library 

(Gaston County)  

MG Lynn Davis -Bugs Program.  

(Iredell County   
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(continued from page 11) 

March began with members answering questions at the Southern Spring Show in Charlotte.  The 
Mecklenburg EMGVA prepared an outstanding natural display garden.  Members from Iredell, Rita Karn, 
Martha Hazelton, Alice Beasley, Kimberly Riggan, Brenda Bernhardt, and Mary Jo Belk(See Picture), 
worked with Mecklenburg members and representatives of UNCC Botanical Gardens.  The garden at-

tracted many people asking questions about different plants in the 
display and their personal gardens.  Plans continue for the Garden 
Fair.  March 14 was the Opening Celebration for the Mooresville 
Community Garden.   

 

 

Anita Murphy announced plans for that day and asked for member help and attendance.  An extremely interesting 
program was presented by Melvin York(See Picture) of Daddy Pete’s on Square Foot Gardening. 

The garden attracted many people asking questions about different plants in the display and their personal gar-
dens.  Plans continue for the Garden Fair.  March 14 was the Opening Celebration for the Mooresville Community 
Garden.  Anita Murphy announced plans for that day and asked for member help and attendance.  An extremely 

interesting program was presented by Melvin York  of Daddy Pete’s on Square Foot Gardening. 

We will be hard at work in April with our 3rd Garden Fair on April 25, 9-2 which will have speakers, vendors, demonstrations, and tours of our Demo 
Garden.  Look for pictures and a detailed report in the next newsletter. 

Mecklenburg County – Submitted by Carol Rainwater 

 

EMG Training 

We kicked off the year with training for 28 well-qualified applicants.  They heard from such great speakers as Dr. Larry Mellichamp from UNCC, John 
Holmes from CPCC Horticulture Technologies, and Dave Powell from Bartlett Tree.  The trainees graduated on March 26 and were treated to a lunch-
eon.  Our new interns have enthusiastically signed up for volunteer opportunities. 

Monthly Meetings 

Our monthly meetings have been well attended.  Each meeting begins with a tableful of refreshments.  Our 
speakers have been Dave Cable from Charlotte Trees, Jim Warren from the Carolina Raptor Center, and 
Lester Poole on native dogwoods.  

Southern Home and Gar-

Garden Show 

The Mecklenburg County EMGs went all in for the Southern Spring Home and Garden Show.  We were 
asked to build and staff our own demo garden instead of just having our Ask a Master Gardener 
space.  The show was held over two consecutive weekends:  February 20-12 and February 27-March 
Ed Davis from UNCC was our architect of record.  Desiring to showcase native plants, our theme was 
“Carolina Calling:  A Winter Feast.”  Our plant material was provided by Pike Nursery and our own EMG 
Bill Sloan who grew our winter vegetables.   Five other counties (Rowan, Cleveland, Gaston, Iredell and 
Union) helped to staff the garden with Mecklenburg staffing all shifts Saturday 21st.  We provided a 
“host” during each shift when other counties were present.  Our contact count was well over 1100.  

Melvin York, Daddy Pete's Square Foot Gardening  

MG's Rita Karn, Martha Hazelton, and Kim-

berly Riggan at Southern Spring Show  

Bill Anderson, a Certified Golf Course Superintendent, speaks to the trainees on 

lawns and turf management.  (Mecklenburg County  

Anne Wessling, president and coordinator for the show, along with EMGs Nancy 
Neely and Les Davis, and Nelson McCaskill, County Extension Direc-
tor.  (Mecklenburg County) 

Sustainable Living Series 

In February we began the second year of the Sustainable 
Living Series in partnership with our Family and Consumer 
Sciences agent, Kristin Davis.  Master Gardeners held a 
class on spring vegetable gardening, a class on container 
gardens and a three hour weekend workshop on building a 
raised garden bed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMG Carol Carraux Teaches a SLS class on Small Gardens for Small Spaces-
Container Gardening 101.  (Mecklenburg County) 

Green Teacher Network (GNT) 

We have partnered with GNT, assisting with two garden workshops for teachers. These 
were attended by 60-80 people each.  Master Gardeners contributed educational materi-
als including pictorial garden layouts for a spring, summer and fall garden with list of 
favorite varieties for our area.   

Speakers Bureau 

The Speakers Bureau has been inundated with requests.  We have offered six gardening 
presentations throughout the community to students, garden clubs, senior citizens and 
the Mecklenburg County Judicial Center. 

Train the Trainer 

A three part class was offered in February and March to help Master Gardeners gain 
skills needed to be a public speaker.  Topics included technology, speaking skills and all 
participants had a “teach back” opportunity using the skills covered in the classes. 
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(continued from page 13) 

Communications 

This committee has really been busy this year.  Master Gardeners are partnering with The Charlotte Observer to produce a garden calendar of 
events  that is published weekly.  This has increased our web hits; one day had over 10,000 hits!  Our Facebook page is active and generating a 
lot of interest.  Our Share the Buzz on-line newsletter for our members is now published twice monthly.  This has proved successful in keeping all 
the members informed as to the many volunteer opportunities. 

www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org 

Facebook:   Mecklenburg Extension Master Gardener Volunteers 

Moore County - Submitted by Dr. Gloria Polakof 

The Moore County Master Gardeners had a very good response to our “Ask a MG Booth” at Springfest in 
historic downtown Southern Pines, on April 25th. “Springfest” is a delightful, annual community celebration, 
with over 160 vendors, craftsmen, attractions and kiddie rides, from all over NC and the country. Our booth 
attracted hundreds of visitors, with many entering our free Herb Garden Raffle and asking gardening ques-
tions of our seasoned, (and sometimes soaking-wet from the on and off rain!) MGs. We had a great group of 
volunteers as well as an enthusiastic crowd streaming by our booth all day. Another great result was a nice 
list of many guests who expressed an interested in enrolling in our county's next class, and becoming Mas-
ter Gardeners.  

Many of our members have also been busy at the Pinehurst Annual Plant Sale, the Weymouth Center for 
the Arts and Humanities Annual Dirt Gardeners Plant Sale. Of course, we bought quite a few  of the plants 

sold... all to help a great cause!  

 

We recently got refrigerator magnets printed, advertising 
our HELPLINE's info, and will be distributing them in the future.  

(Moore County) 

 

 

Our very own Master Gardener, Larry Cohen is 
among the terrific Weymouth Center Dirt Garden-

ers who make the Weymouth Center Annual Plant Sale such a success! Be sure to say “HI” to 
them at the 2015 Weymouth Center Annual Sale.  (Moore County) 

EverGreen 2015: The Food Waste Challenge 

Herb Garden Raffle (Moore County)  

Moore County Master Gardeners help with the event. This 
workshop highlighted many initiatives that are striving to feed 
humans, animals, and soil with our food, before wasting it in 
landfills, starting with our Federal Government. During the wel-
come, Kathy Byron, Master Gardener, introduced us to the US 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Food Recovery Hierarchy. 
This hierarchy organizes 6 methods of treating food waste, with 
source reduction at the top, and land filling at the bottom.  

This workshop truly inspired many to not just ignore the fact that 
the waste on our plates impacts other people, but that we can 
do something about it. It was truly an opportunity to attend such 
an informative event, and hope that others help reduce food 
waste in Moore County and all over the US.  

One of our recent MG meetings was designed 
to inspire more Master Gardeners to get in-
volved in new projects.  We had demo’s, vide-
o’s and different displays on how we can help 
our community as Master Gardeners.  Here is 
a fun picture of one event.  

Project Exhibit (Moore 

County)  

http://www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org
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Rowan County – Submitted by Sue Davis 

Rowan County Extension Master Gardeners had a busy first quarter 2015.  

In our association there is hardly a day when our members can’t find something to do for the Pocket Gardens or for the Piedmont research Sta-
tion. In late January we received confirmation that our Pollinator Garden had been certified as a Monarch Way Station and by Monarchs Across 
Georgia as a certified pollinator habitat.  The Raised Bed team began discussions about the research trials they wanted to tackle during the year; 
the Pocket garden teams weeded and pruned and Research Station team planted broccoli varieties for a state research project on growing condi-
tions for specific varieties and their success rates. 

 

The late freezing temperatures surprised the Research Station team. The researchers at the station determined that to save the crop selections 
they would attempt to save the broccoli by irrigating it from about 2AM until the tempera-
tures stabilized. The photo FROZEN ROW 1 shows the ice-covered plants waiting for 
sun and warmth. Several days later a small team visited the station and examined the 
success and damage caused by the freeze.  

In late March the association members visited Dr. Grimaldi who took us through the gardens 
talking as we walked about the early spring bloomers used to create a colorful and interesting 
texture in the gardens at transition.  

The educational programs at Millbridge Elementary, Rockwell Elementary and Sacred Heart 
continue from last year. Teri Meyers received a grant for the after school program at Rockwell 
Elementary from the Farm Bureau.   

Union County - Submitted by Barb Apelian 

 

 

t’s  been a busy time for many of our volunteers with lots of projects.  We’ve given talks at Senior Centers, provided after-school programs, 
helped with school gardens and Farmers’ Markets.  A trip to Mushroom Mountain’s farm taught us that the same fungi that create delicious mush-
rooms can create fiber, fuel and, using your throat culture, can create your personal 
antidote for a ‘staph’ or ‘strep’ infection.  But our crowning achievement was pulling 
off the successful Heritage Festival. 

 

Heritage Festival 

In past years the our MG’s supported the City of Monroe’s Earth Day Festival organiz-
ing events for adults and kids.   But when the City could no longer continue, a team of 
MG’s took on the responsibility and re-named it The Heritage Festival, as a free, fami-
ly friendly celebration of life in Union County.  With this new focus, we were able to 
collaborate with the Antique Tractor and Power Club and combine our event with their 
6th Annual Union County Farm Show. We were able to scatter our vendors and pre-
senters throughout the huge campus creating one giant event. 

The day started out with a 5K trail run and continued with presentations focused on 
healthy people and a healthy environment.  Cooking presentations ranged from gour-
met chefs, to natural foods and even home canning.  Presentations and demonstra-
tions included composting, vermicomposting, fairy gardens, native plants, bog gar-
dens, pollinators, renewable energy, “green” housing options.  We were honored to have both Peter Grimaldi from Daniel Stowe Botanical Gar-
dens and Dr Larry Mellichamp from UNCC’s Botanical Gardens.  There were also many activities organized for which Cub Scouts could earn 
their Belt Loops. 

All ages took part in the 5K Trail Run Event (Union County) 

The event was sponsored by local businesses and we were able to attract over 40 vendors with 
a wide variety of products and services. Local businesses also donated 20+ raffle items and 
those donating perishable goods upon arrival received a free ticket.  Four local charities were 
supported through this effort. 

 

Heritage Festival banner sways in the breeze-plenty 
of vendors both inside and out  (Union County) 

Spring Plant Sale  

The cold, wet spring allowed lots of time to start 
seeds in our greenhouse as we stocked up for our 
big spring plant sale.  The plant sale was one of the 
events at the Heritage Festival.  With the Festival 

being a two-day event we needed lots of stock on hand.  Thanks to the many volunteers who worked 
the greenhouse, divided perennials from our Teaching 
Gardens and who started seedlings at home, we were well 
stocked and the sale was a quite a success. 

 

Frozen Row Plants at Research Station (Rowan County) 

Spring Plant Sale 
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Southeast District  

Bladen, Brunswick, Carteret, Columbus, Craven, Duplin, Greene, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, New Hanover, Onslow, Pamlico, Pender, 

Robeson, Sampson, Wayne, Wilson. 

Brenda Clayton and Margy Pearl 

  

Bladen County- Submitted by Joan Taylor 
 
Induction of New Master Gardener Volunteers 
 
The Master Gardener Volunteer program in Bladen County is growing!  A pinning ceremony was completed February 5th, 2015 for new members. The 
new members completed 40 hours of training and a volunteer internship. The volunteers provide valuable services to the community by working on 
community projects and sharing horticultural information. We would like to extend an invitation to all Bladen County residents that would like to know 
more about the program, volunteering or other classes to please contact Extension Agent, Bruce McLean at http://bladen.ces.ncsu.edu 

 
New NC State EMGVs (Bladen County) 

 
 
EMGV Preparing for Plant Sale (Bladen Couny)   

 

Spring Plant Sales 
 
Each year the community looks forward to the EMGV's spring plant sales!  These plant sales are 
known for providing quality plants at affordable prices. This year the EMGVs are pleased to an-
nounce that there will be two spring plant sales. The first will be April 25th at the Cape Fear Farmers 
Market in Elizabethtown from 9:00 am to noon. The Cape Fear FM is located at 106 MLK Drive, 
Elizabethtown.  For additional information regarding the Cape Fear Farmers Market go to: http://
www.elizabethtownnc.org/. 

 
The second plant sale will be May 2nd at the Bladenboro Farmers Market in Bladenboro from 9:00 
am to noon. The Bladenboro Farmers Market is located at 204 N. Main St. (Near the intersection of 
N. Main St. and N. Ashe St.). To see what all the Bladenboro Farmers Market has to offer go to 
http://www.borobooster.org/. Everyone is invited to attend both spring plant sales! 

Brunswick County- Submitted by Mary Dixon 
 
  Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale Features Native Plants 
 

Brunswick County EMGVs are “Going Native!” at their Spring Plant Sale by featuring a wide varie-
ty of native plants!  Many of these were grown from seeds and cuttings collected in the wilds of 
North Carolina by native plant expert Jep Whitlock, owner of Lumber River Native Plants.  Where 
these natives thrive is a secret Jep keeps in order to ensure the safety of these plants in the 
wild.  Some of his favorites include Butterfly Milkweed, Wild Blue Indigo, Cardinal Flower, Swamp 
Azalea, and Marsh Mallow.   
 
Special mini-programs will also be presented each day at 10 am. and 2 pm. On May 6th, Sabrina 
Woofter will make presentations about rain garden establishment and plant selection.  On May 7th, 
Michelle Spencer, Extension Program Assistant, will discuss proper soil preparation for planting 
trees and shrubs.  On May 8th, Sam Marshall, Extension Agent, will demonstrate and discuss sub-
mitting soil samples for testing. 
 
In addition to natives, the sale includes a variety of vegetables, herbs, annuals, and perennials 
specifically selected for the coastal NC region.  A variety of shrubs and trees compatible with our 
climate will be available and ready to plant.  “Go Native!” with us at the Brunswick County Master 
Gardener Plant Sale May 6th - 9th  2015. 
 

Update on EMGV’s Advanced Training             
 
While watching and waiting for tiny seedlings emerge 
from the soil and set their first true leaves, a gardener 
becomes acutely aware of some of the challenges of 
growing their own food.  When temperatures suddenly 
drop to freezing and the gardener hurries to cover fragile, 
newly planted seedlings, a new respect for Mother Na-
ture is born!  Squash, tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, and 
flowers were planted in the hoop house in February to 
get an early start in the spring raised bed gar-
dens.  Chamomile plants should begin blooming just as 
squash blossoms emerge, attracting beneficial insects to 
the bright yellow flowers for pollination. 
 
By the time tomatoes are big enough to crowd out other plants, the lettuce and onions are ready to 
harvest.  There’s always something exciting going on in the gardens! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterflies on Butterfly Milkweed, 
one of NC Natives at the plant sale 
(Brunswick County) 

http://bladen.ces.ncsu.edu/
http://bladen.ces.ncsu.edu/
http://www.elizabethtownnc.org/
http://www.elizabethtownnc.org/
http://www.borobooster.org/
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Advanced Training Program Seedlings 
in the Hoop House (Brunswick County) 

 
Raised beds were assigned to EMGVs who will design, plant, and care for those plots.  Soil tests were 
done and Master Gardeners attended special classes on companion planting with a purpose: to attract 
beneficial insects or enhance the quality of other vegetables growing nearby.  The most exciting part of this 
project is bringing the latest science and research directly to the home garden!  While a 4’ x 8’ raised bed 
limits what can be grown, it also provides an excellent space for hands-on experimentation with new tech-
niques to see what works in our unique coastal environment.  Throughout the year, updates will be provid-
ed on this exciting year-round program!  
 
 
Carteret County- Submitted by Marie Roberts 
 
Porch Day and Plant Sale 
 
Porch Day is an event where EMGV's bring in plants, categorize, then price them for our Annual Plant 
Sale. Created many years ago, this event was held on the front porch and side yard of a very respected 
EMGV, Ginny Welton.   Many of us have happy memories of spending time with Ginny on her porch in 
downtown Beaufort.  Once our work was accomplished, there was time for plant talk, snacks and relaxa-
tion.   Something we don’t get to do too often. 

 
I’m sorry to report, Ginny is now well into her 90s 
and has relocated to an assisted living facility.  In 
2014, Porch Day was moved to the Beaufort His-
toric Site with many of us dreading it.  As it 
worked out, Ginny was able to attend for awhile, 
and the EMGVs held our most successful Plant 
Sale to date.  The sale, usually held over a three 
day period, was reduced to two days due to 
plants being sold out early! 
Revenue from the sale goes toward two EMGV's 
scholarships to individuals receiving a degree in 
gardening-related courses.  Two are awarded 
$l,000.00 each year!  Our organization is proud to 
provide the scholarships and looks forward to it 
each year with a feeling of accomplishment. 

 
Ginny Welton Award 
 
While I’m on the subject of Ginny Welton, I have to tell you what a special person she is!  So special that a 
Ginny Welton Award was established several years ago to honor a EMGV displaying the same characteris-
tics as Ginny; a welcoming attitude, educating newer EMGVs, and creating an atmosphere where garden-
ing can be enjoyed while displaying an admirable work ethic.  Ginny was awarded the first, with one of our 
master gardeners receiving the award each successive year.  The 2015 award will be presented at our 
June Meeting.  We will all vote on a nominated slate of EMGVs and I can’t wait to see who receives it in 
2015! 

 
Core Sound Waterfowl Museum 
 
I worked at our Demonstration Garden last Wednesday at the Core Sound Waterfowl Museum & Heritage 
Center.  Carteret County is just getting our projects active for 2015 due to the weather.  I was astounded to 
see how good the garden looked after a winter’s rest.  Yes, there was pruning to do and weeds to be 
pulled, but it looked extremely good!  You could tell EMGVs had already been there, working hard!   
 
I remember when we were invited out, several years ago, to see if Core Sound would make a good loca-
tion for a Demonstration Garden.  Essentially, their garden beds were weed beds!  But, under the direction 
of Team Leader Carolyn Hoss,  they have turned into a butterfly garden, a camellia garden featuring many 
different varieties,  and a functioning compost area.  During the growing season, Carolyn and her team 
hold many different educational programs there.  I look forward to telling you more about the work  
of Carteret County’s EMGVs in the future! 
 

Craven County- Submitted by Judi Lloyd  
 
Cooperative Extension Gardens and Tour 
 
The Craven County Class of 2014 is doing a terrific job of volunteering!  The Cooperative Extension 
grounds are shaping up beautifully with so many helping hands.  The Crop Masters (the Master Gardeners 
who toil in the vegetable garden at the Cooperative Extension) are growing crops for the Eastern North 
Carolina Food Bank.  The third Monday of the month brings a group of folks out to the Extension grounds 
for an hour tour.  Two volunteers, as well as our CED, walk the gardens to speak about some of the plants 
growing there.    
 
Our EMGVs have important roles at the area Farmers Market.  Each month on the 2nd Saturday, we have 
volunteers manning a booth there with pamphlets and information on a myriad of gardening topics.  A 
group of volunteers continue to work in the garden near the Farmers Market.  On the 3rd Saturday, we host 
a 2-hour workshop for the public on a variety of landscaping issues.   

Porch Day and Plant Sale 

(Carteret County )  
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Farmers Market Booth, Garden and Workshop 
 
Our EMGVs have important roles at the area Farmers Market.  Each month on the 2nd Saturday, we have volunteers manning a booth there with pam-
phlets and information on a myriad of gardening topics.  A group of volunteers continue to work in the garden near the Farmers Market.  On the third 
Saturday, we host a 2-hour workshop for the public on a variety of landscaping issues.   
 
Help Desk 
 
Each Thursday morning from March through October, there is a volunteer at the Help Desk to answer questions from the public either by tele-
phone, emails or walk-ins. 
 
Speaking Engagements 
 
Several of our Master Gardeners have been busy giving programs at civic venues, churches and garden clubs on a variety of interesting topics. 

 

Greene County- Submitted by Roy Thagard, Jr., Assistant Ag Agent, 
Greene County 
 
   

Master Gardeners help educate students at Ag Awareness Day in Greene County 
 
This year, Greene County Extension hosted its 4th annual Agriculture Awareness Day for local  third graders at the home of Tony and Sue Bar-
row.  County extension agents work together to teach these students the importance of many topics in agriculture, such as 

soil and seeds, animals, the water cycle, food nutrition, in-
sects, farm safety, and aquaculture.  Students spend 20 
minutes at each station to learn about each of these top-
ics.  Volunteers provide refreshments and work to ensure the 
day goes smoothly. 
 
In addition to the extension agents teaching these topics, 
Master Gardeners of Greene County also help teach these 
students.  Lawton Suggs and Gene Riddle work together to 
show the importance of honeybees as pollinators to food 
crops as part of the day’s events.  The students were shown 
a movie to introduce the life and work of honeybees. They 
see the amazing work a queen bee does in laying up to 2000 
eggs a day.  They understand that many foods need pollina-
tors in order to pollinate the food.  The most exciting part of 
this station is getting to see and taste honey these honey 

bees make!   
 
Lawton has been a beekeeper for over 25 years.   He has a wealth of knowledge that he shares with the students.  Lawton and I have worked together 
on our bee hives.  I have enjoyed learning from him each time we share beekeeping duties together. 
 
Each of the third grade teachers is excited to be a part of this annual event.  The students get exposed to local agriculture that they don’t normally see to 
help develop an appreciation for the work farmers do to provide food.  The hope is that the students gain knowledge about agriculture, and perhaps are 
even exposed to a career they will one day consider pursuing.  The Master Gardeners provide a key part in developing the students’ learning through-
out the day. 
 

Johnston County- Submitted by Tina Stricklen  
New NCEMGVA Representatives 
 
Roy Lewis, 2014 EMGV of the Year, is our 2015 delegate, with Dr. Deborah Crandall and Joanne King as alternates.  Membership increased this year 
to 55%! 
 
Winter Weed Workshop 
 
Our EMGVs hosted a Winter Weed Workshop on February 21st, where 24 people enjoyed a Weed ID exercise, Cultural Control Q&A session, and an 
entertaining exercise involving reading the pesticide label to "Dress the Dummy."  Preen products were donated for door prizes. 

 
School Gardens Program 
 
What better way for EMGVs to share their vast gardening knowledge and enthusiasm than a 
grass roots effort with local schools?   Designed to teach students about growing their own 
food, EMGVs instructed students as they planted and tended beds of carrots, lettuce, radishes, spinach and broccoli.  Life 
Skills classes at South Johnston High and Benson Middle, led by Ester Garner, added cukes, potatoes, and herbs!  Judy 
Thrasher, Sandy Preston and Dolly Santavicca taught the program at East Clayton Elementary.  At Four Oaks Elementary 
alone, EMGVs  
 
Judy Thrasher, Sandy Preston and Dolly Santavicca taught the program at East Clayton Elementary.  At Four Oaks Elementary alone, EMGVs John 
and Janet Lampe and David Lockett taught 10 second grade classes, totaling 200 students!   

Lawton Suggs at Agri-
culture Awareness Day 

Lawton Suggs at Agri-
culture Awareness Day 
(Greene County) 

Maria, adding soil to the 
potato sack! 
(Johnston County) 
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Springing into Action! 
In preparation for the public outreach of seasonal plant clinics and phone line help, a training was led by former landscaper Roy Lewis in March.  The 
Q&A covered aspects of lawn care and other timely topics.  Eighteen plant clinics are scheduled for 2015!  Clinic venues include two Lowes Home Im-
provement stores, Hudson's Hardware in Clayton, the Tobacco Farm Life Museum in Kenly and the spring and fall Southern Ideal Home Shows in Ra-
leigh.  On every first Saturday, from April to August, residents will find us at the Clayton Farmers Market.  At our FM booth this year, we also sold grafted 
tomato plants and several heirloom varieties grown by our Tomato Grafting Class at the JCC College Greenhouse! 

Plant a Row for the Hungry 
Our Johnston Community College Campus PAR garden is a year-round group effort.  Last year, thanks to the dedication and tireless efforts of our team, 
we donated 2,065 pounds of food harvested from our orchard and garden plots to local soup kitchens and food pantries. The 2015 goal is to produce 
2,500 pounds! 
 

April Meeting Guest Speaker 
Patricia Mullins (trisha_mullins33@hotmail.com) from NCDA&CS Forest Pest Outreach at NCSU gave a fascinating PowerPoint presentation to 27 
EMGVs on three major invasive insects that are harming NC trees - the emerald ash borer, the walnut twig beetle, and the redbay ambrosia bee-
tle.  Transporting firewood is discouraged to limit their spread.  She would love to speak to your group! 

 

Patricia Mullins instructs EMGVs on 3 inva-
sive insects . (Johnston County) 
 

 
Our Monthly Newsletter Wins State Award! 
The Gardener's Dirt has won the The North Carolina Association of County Agriculture Agents 
(NCACAA) Team Newsletter Award!   
View the April issue at: http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/gapril2015/  
Past Issues at http://johnston.ces.ncsu.edu/newgdsite/ 
 
 

Onslow County-Submitted by Marge Waslicki 
 
Camellia Fest 
Our first Camellia Festival and Sale held on February 21 was a great success.  There was a Kid’s 
Korner; camellias, rain barrels, handmade camellia crafts, and baked goods were for sale; and educa-
tional booths and seminars provided information for the attendees.  All the proceeds will be used by 
the OCMGVA for further outreach and educational projects. 

 
Growing Minds 
Our Growing Minds Project is in full swing with homeschoolers and local elementary school children 
visiting in April and scheduled for May.  Day Camp groups are already scheduled for June and July.  At 
various stations children will learn about the importance of the environment as well as local food pro-
duction and products.  This year we hope to add a station on soils and another on snakes. 

Camellia Fest 

Discovery Gardens 
Our Discovery Gardens was the recipient of a $500 grant from CHIP (Community Health Improvement 
Project) which will be used for benches to be placed in the gardens.  CHIP was the local chapter of North 
Carolina Healthy Carolinians Project and supported the Discovery Gardens as a place for education about 
healthy lifestyles and safe outdoor play for children. 
 
The raised beds are being installed and planted as part of the demonstration vegetable garden. During a 
Raised Bed Demonstration class in January peas, potatoes and onions were planted and are flourish-
ing.  Volunteers recently finished installing the rest of the raised beds and filling them with growing mix-
ture.  Warm weather crops will follow in a few weeks. 

 

Raised Beds in the Discovery Garden 

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/gapril2015/
http://johnston.ces.ncsu.edu/newgdsite/
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Volunteer Opportunities 
Our Plant Clinic opened April 13 and will be manned five days a week by OCMGV.  In addition we have an Ask a Master Gardener Booth at our local 

farmers Market which opened April 11.  Volunteers are always needed for the Growing Minds Project, and we will be setting up booths at various com-

munity events.  Volunteers are always needed for weeding, planting, building and ongoing garden maintenance of the Discovery Gardens.  We also build 

rain barrels. There is plenty of work to be done and the OCMGV can choose events or activities that suit their activity level and time commitments. 

Classes 
A new Master Gardener class will begin June 8 and continue till August.  This is our first effort at a summer class and we hope it will give some of the 
area educators a chance to join our group.  Students will be able to learn firsthand what tomato wilt or a plant blight looks like, or see what damage an 
insect or disease can do instead of relying on drawings or slide presentations. 
 
There will also be classes on Hypertufa, container gardening, and a raised bed demonstration for warm weather crops at our Farmers Market on April 25. 
Earlier in April a How to Plant Trees and Shrubs workshop was held at the local Lowe’s Home Improvement Store.  Common Vegetable Garden Prob-

lems was held at the Cooperative Extension Office and Building Beautiful Container Gardens was presented at the library at Camp Lejeune.  The 

OCMGV really get around and try to reach many areas of our community. 

Wayne County-Submitted by Brenda Carter 
 

 
Annual Award Banquet 
Wayne County EMGVs have been as busy as bees. January our annual award banquet 
kicked off the year and was enjoyed by all. Jessica Strickland, Horticulture Agent, gave 
us a talk on her travels to some interesting gardens she has visited here in the States 
and abroad. For a brief moment we were transported to some wonderful gardens we 
dream about traveling to someday.  Officers were installed and awards were presented 
by Jessica Strickland and Kevin Johnson. The new officers installed for 2015 are 
Charles Mclendon, President; Brenda Wilkens, Vice President; Brenda Carter, Record-
ing Secretary; and Ken Dunn, Treasurer. 
 

Retreat 
February EMGVs enjoyed a Leadership Retreat at the Charles B. Aycock Birthplace. 
This is a great retreat and very educational as we strive to make our group more suc-
cessful. We look forward to this each year. Committees were formed and plans were announced for the New Year. 
 

 
Award of Appreciation 
We also received an Award of Appreciation from the Wayne County Livestock Association. We have two demonstration gardens at the fair each year - a 
flower garden and a vegetable garden. The gardens are well received and we are able to reach many gardeners and answer a lot of questions. The fair’s 
Director, Eddie Pitzer said he feels that our gardens are partially responsible for the many awards won by this regional fair.   We were very  honored. Our 
fair is in the top 5 leading fairs winning awards in the state!. 

 
Plant Sale 
March got off to a big bang with plans from our April Plant Sale and Fundraiser Committee.  We have started planting seeds for our annual plant sale. 
Approximately  1000 plants were started. EMGVs also bring plants from home. Our community converges on us and we are so grateful for their sup-
port.  This is our biggest fundraiser and we are happy to share our labors of love. Each year we get better and better and we offer more and more variety. 
We have demonstrations, information booths, and raffles to win lots of gifts. We have a wonderful time and it’s great to help our friends and neighbors fill 
their gardens with plants they purchased from us. 
 
Wow!!  Out big plant sale was a fun day!  Over 200 people attended.  Thanks to everyone who made it a 
success, especially Co-Chairs Monica Holmes and Linda Mclendon. 

 
Next... 
We have been busy mulching the demonstration beds in several areas in Goldsboro.  We have a remod-
eled updated Plant Clinic to enjoy. May brings the 4-H camp and a trip to the turf lab.  Lots of great gar-
dening is happening in Wayne County!  
 

Wilson County-Submitted by Sandy Goetz 

Plant Sale 2015 

Thank you! 
 
First a big thank you to Barbara Walters for visiting the 
Wilson County EMGV meeting in February and speaking 
on the benefits of becoming a member of the NCE-
MGVA.  I hope the information Barbara provided on the 
September Conference will inspire more EMGVs to give 
membership a try.  I guarantee you will be hooked!   

 

Springtime 
 
As winter turns into spring, the season bursts into new shoots and color at the Wilson 
Botanical Gardens.  EMGVs are busy as little worker bees at their chores, planting, 
transplanting and trying to revise the master plan to improve the biggest fundraiser of 
the year - the annual Plant Sale. 
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Arbor Day Celebration 
March brought in many new visitors including Home School children for our Arbor Day Celebration.  Each received a free loblolly pine tree provided by 

the NC Division of Forest Resources.  Information packets on planting and caring for trees, craft ideas, word search, and coloring pages related to trees 

were also passed out to cover the various ages.  A forester was on site to educate the children on trees, their life cycle, importance to the environment, 

and wildlife.  A secret visit from Smokey Bear was a total surprise and the children were delighted! 

 

  

Forester explaining rings on tree trunk.  Notice the Barred Owl in the background.  Permission was given by US Dept of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 

in Atlanta, Georgia to have the owl mounted in NC for educational purposes.  (Wilson County)   

Spring Symposium/Plant Sale 
The 25th Annual Spring Symposium and Plant Sale was another success.   Linda May, in charge of head set-up and headaches…ha, just gave me an 
estimate of $4,000 in sales.   Linda said, “$4,000 this year and hoping for $8,000 next year!”  You go girl, and with that attitude who can’t get inspired!  
 *Next newsletter I hope to report on the progress of our STEM Garden plans!   

 
 

  

 

Burke County Report Submitted by Ed Morse   

 

Burke County Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association 

held its first  meeting of 2015 on January 26 with 49 in attend-

ance under the leadership of new President, Dr. Jim Richardson.  

The speaker for the month was Loretta Shelton, NCSU Regional 

Director of Development, who spoke on the process for establish-

ing an endowment fund with NCSU.   

 

Updates for ongoing projects were given and included the annual 

plant sale scheduled for May 9, raised beds for education through 

the Joara Foundation, a gardening project with Habitat for Humani-

ty, and beautification of the Extension office grounds.  It was noted 

that there are 20 persons enrolled in the new Master Gardener 

class.  In February John Krebs, Staff Archaeologist, with the Ex-

ploring Joara Foundation spoke on the partnership between the 

Association and the Foundation to build and maintain the Joara 

Living History Gardens as an important educational tool in Burke 

County.  

The February program was an in-depth presentation on new flower varieties by Jeff Mast, General Manager of Banner Greenhouses in Nebo, NC.  Also 

at the February meeting the Association voted unanimously to apply for 501©3 status through NCEMGVA.   

 

March activities included Association assistance with Extension ’s shiitake mushroom workshop which had 70 persons enrolled and with the annual 

Extension Small Fruit Plant Sale.  The March program was a panel of 4 Association members who shared their perspectives on “preparing for gardening” 

each year.  March was also a difficult month for us with the illness and passing of Willis Teasley, the husband of our Extension advisor, Donna Teasley.  

A beautiful celebration of his life was held on March 28 and attended by a number of Association members. 

 

Carol Gaissert and 

Smokey helping with 

pine seedlings (Wilson 

County) 

 

West District    

Betty Lockwood, District Reporter 

Avery, Buncombe, Burke, Caldwell, Cherokee, Cherokee Reservation, Clay, Cleveland, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, 

Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, Yancey. 
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Henderson County Submitted by Betty Lockwood   
 
 
The new class of 12 interns is almost through with classroom work and has already started working our Info Line, along with their mentors. During the 
spring they spend one morning at each of the gardens we sponsor. This gives them an idea of where they may want to spend their volunteer time in the 
future. Once they have completed the required hours, they will join 80 returning EMGV’s. 
 
Bullington Gardens hosts their Spring Garden Sale on the last weekend of April.  Volunteer Coordinator Joellen Johnson does a fantastic job lining up 
volunteers, both EMGVs and others. This year, at least for two of the three days, we were blessed with perfect cool and sunny weather. With a huge 
variety of unusual perennials, shrubs, heirloom tomatoes, dahlia tubers, herbs and other garden delights, this event is always well-attended by local 
residents. Many of our EMGVs work in various capacities, both in growing the plants and then selling them.  It is, of course, a good opportunity for those 
of us who cannot resist buying plants to do a little shopping ourselves!  
 
Bountiful Harvest Community Garden is now in its seventh year, under the able leadership of Janet Gardner. The passive solar greenhouse which was 
constructed last summer allowed gardeners to get an early start on several crops.  Thanks are due to the Henderson County Parks and Recreation 
Department for getting a source of water right up to the garden. This is a great improvement from the previous arrangement of having to string a hose 
across a large parking area to access water.  
continuing education class this year focused on controlling moles and voles.  This proved to be a popular subject and we look forward to more interest-

ing classes in the months to come.  

The Gardens at the Flat Rock Playhouse, ably supervised by Tamsin Allpress, continue to gain recognition in the community. It is always gratifying to 
attend a performance at the Playhouse, and wander round the grounds in the interval – all the while thinking about how much our EMGV’s have contrib-
uted to their beauty.    
In this picture:  
 
The first continuing education class this year focused on controlling moles and voles. This proved to be a popular subject and we look forward to more 
interesting classes in the months to come.  
 
Several of our Henderson County EMGVs serve on the planning committee for this year’s Western Region Symposium. This event has been ongoing for 
many years and continues to grow in popularity. This year will see the addition of vendors to the mix.  

Employee Amanda Lavallee (2nd from left) together with EMGV’s Deborah Dan-
iel, Joellen Johnson and Jane Grossman work in the greenhouse at Bullington 
Gardens. 

Several of our Henderson County 

EMGVs serve on the planning commit-

tee for this year’s Western Region Sym-

posium. This event has been ongoing 

for many years and continues to grow in 

popularity. This year will see the addi-

tion of vendors to the mix.  

 

 

2015 Intern Class  

Henderson County 
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 Polk County Submitted by Jackie Weedon 
 
The Foothills Association of Master Gardeners, serving Polk County and northern Spartanburg County, SC, had its first educational field trip of the 
spring on April 10th, when they carpooled to Clemson University for a guided tour along the Natural Heritage Garden Trail.  Steady rain didn’t dampen 
their enthusiasm.  In the afternoon, the rain abated as they were allowed to join the Friends of the Garden for member’s day at the spring plant sale, 
where they loaded their SUV’s and pickups with armloads of lovely and interesting plants. 

 
Rutherford County  Submitted by Nancy Milleman 
 
The NC State Extension Master Gardeners of Rutherford County have been very busy this spring!  We successfully held our Spring Garden School in 
March and have just finished sponsoring a regional meeting of Master Gardeners from McDowell, Polk, Cleveland and Rutherford Counties in April. 
Also, continuing work on a Gardening Calendar for Rutherford County.  

 

The theme of our Spring Garden School this year was “Cultivating Your Senses All Around the Garden.”  Keynote speaker, 
Doug Elliott, is a self professed “naturalist, herbalist, storyteller, basket maker, back-country guide, philosopher, and harmonica 
wizard.” Doug provided a wonderful presentation on “Cultivating Your Gardening Sense of Humor,” with an entertaining narra-
tive on bees, dandelions, berries and wildlife, interspersed with amusing songs and melodic harmonica playing.  

 

Many of our Rutherford Master Gardeners also did presentations for the School.  Megan Medina (EMGV 2014 Class) and her 
husband John presented a very tasty talk on kitchen gardens with delicious samples provided to the group.   Another 2014 graduate, Ramona Howell, 
did a hands-on session on creating tabletop water features.  Three of our veteran EMGV’s were also part of the School:  Chuck Sane promoted the 
attributes of container vegetable gardening, Nancy Womack focused on water features accompanied by wonderful pictures of beautiful water gardens, 
and Cindy Street assisted with the Orchard Mason Bee session.  We applaud our volunteers for their enthusiasm and spirit! 

 

We also enjoyed the efforts of Carol Sepaugh, an EMGV from Cleveland County.  She focused on creating a sensory haven in the shade providing 
information on determining the amount of shade in your garden and selecting appropriate plants.  We thank the Spring Garden School Committee for 
all of their hard work in the many months prior to the School.   

Our joint regional meeting gave us a new opportunity to network with Master Gardeners from our adjoining counties while also learning more about 
responsible gardening practices.  Members from each county shared the activities of their local Master Gardener programs.  Ron Hoover, an EMGV 
alumni of the Rutherford County, & owner of Plant Wise Solutions Nursery, spoke on “Responsible Gardening: Creating a More Positive Relationship 
with Nature.”  He focused on gardening practices to limit chemical use, and plant options to attract pollinators to gardens.  Visiting Master Gardeners 
toured the Demonstration Gardens wrapping up the morning with a delicious lunch.  Over 30 EMGV’s participated and we hope to continue building on 
the experiences shared!  We thank our committee of Sandra Hodges, Barbara Neuman and Nancy Womack for coordinating the training. 

May 7th, our group is headed to Chimney Rock State Park for wildflower tour and visit to the Lake Lure Flowering Bridge with Kathy Tanner (EMGV  

 
 
 
 

Example of a Sensory Haven 2014 Class) as our guide.  

 

2015 NCEMGVA Conference  
Gardeners: “Stewards of the Environment 
 

Monday, September 21st, all day, and Tuesday, September 22nd, 
2015 Con-

fence will be held at the Embassy Suites, 201 Harrison Oaks Boulevard

Cary, NC 27513  

Check our website for updates as they happen. 

http://ncmgva.camp8.org/ 

http://ncmgva.camp8.org/
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Mary Conroy 
204 South Cliffdale Drive 
Winston Salem, NC 27104 

 


